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Southern Energy: Abundant, Affordable and American 
– 2009 Innovator Award Winner

Natural Capital Investment Fund
Objective: To foster sustainable economic development and 
create quality employment in rural communities.
The Natural Capital Investment Fund (NCIF) provides debt and equity 
financing to environmental and natural resource-based small businesses. 
NCIF is certified as a Community Development Financial Institution and 
is an affiliate of The Conservation Fund, a national nonprofit organization 
with a unique dual mission of land and water conservation and economic 
development. 

NCIF partners with CEI Capital Management to provide access to New 
Markets Tax Credit financing of $5 million or more. NCIF targets start-up 
to expansion-stage companies with market traction and growth opportu­
nities. NCIF’s capital enables traditional lenders, community development 
funds, and government credit-enhanced programs to participate in financ­
ing, thus increasing the flow of capital to emerging green sectors.

NCIF’s business clients are located throughout North Carolina, 
Northeast Tennessee, Southwest Virginia and West Virginia, and have lim­
ited access to capital from traditional sources. In addition to providing criti­
cal, timely financing, NCIF provides targeted technical assistance to build 
the non-financial capacity of our clients.

Shore Hall at Guilford College in Greensboro, NC. Twelve solar panels generate enough 
hot water to heat all the water in the residence hall.

The 7,000 square foot upstairs of the Bellann Building in Oak Hill, WV is now home  
to six companies.

Managing Partners George Rogers and Brandon Holmes on the highly durable and envi-
ronmentally friendly Thermoplastic Olefin (or TPO) membrane roof of the Bellann Building. 

Solar PV installation at Camp Rockmont in Black Mountain, NC.  A total of 36,  
215-watt panels provide 919 kwh of electricity per month.
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