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Alabama
Governor Bob Riley
Sen. Arthur Orr, Alabama Senate
Rep. H. Mac Gipson, Jr., Alabama House 
of Representatives
Sandra H. Sims-deGraffenried
Bill Johnson, Alabama Department of 
Economic & Community Affairs

Arkansas
Governor Mike Beebe
Thomas H. Deweese, AEP Southwestern 
Electric Power Company
Don Tilton, The Capitol Group

Georgia
Governor Sonny Perdue
Sen. Jeff E. Mullis, Georgia Senate
Rep. David Casas, Georgia House of 
Representatives
Nancy Cobb, OneGeorgia Authority
O. B.  McCorkle, Warren County 
Chamber of Commerce
Chris Clark, Georgia Environmental 
Facilities Authority

Kentucky
Governor Steve Beshear
Sen. Ed Worley, Kentucky Senate
Rep. Harry Moberly, Jr., Kentucky House 
of Representatives
Bonnie O. Tanner
John A. Bonaguro, Western Kentucky 
University

Lt. Gov. Daniel Mongiardo, Office of 
Lieutenant Governor

Louisiana
Governor Bobby Jindal
Sen. Willie L. Mount, Louisiana Senate
Rep. Austin J. Badon, Jr., Louisiana House 
of Representatives
Jack Sharp, Biomedical Research 
Foundation of Northwest LA
Cherreen Gegenheimer, Jefferson Parish
Stephen Moret, Louisiana Economic 
Development

Mississippi
Governor Haley Barbour
Sen. Billy Hewes, Mississippi Senate
Rep. Cecil C. Brown, Mississippi House of 
Representatives
Dr. Robert C. Khayat, University of 
Mississippi
Patricia Nichols, DuPont

Missouri
Governor Jay Nixon
Sen. John E. Griesheimer, Missouri 
Senate
Byron Hill, ABC Laboratories, Inc.
Charles Kruse, Missouri Farm Bureau

North Carolina
Governor Beverly Perdue
Rep. Alice Bordsen, North Carolina 
House of Representatives

Leslie N. Boney, III, University of North 
Carolina General Administration
Thomas W. Bradshaw, Jr., Citigroup 
Global Markets Inc.

Oklahoma
Governor Brad Henry 
Rep. Dennis Johnson, Oklahoma House of 
Representatives
Scott Meacham, Office of State Treasurer
Valerie Thompson, Urban League of 
Greater Oklahoma City, Inc.
Gerald Adams, Office of the Governor

South Carolina
Governor Mark Sanford
Sen. J. Yancey McGill, South Carolina 
Senate
Jack L. Cook, Matching Products & 
Technology
Elizabeth I. Marshall, Consultant
Bob Frisina, Office of the Governor

Tennessee
Governor Phil Bredesen
Sen. Joe M. Haynes, Tennessee Senate
Rep. James O. Naifeh, Tennessee House of 
Representatives
Stuart Brunson, Office of the Governor
William S. Stuard, Jr., Farmers and 
Merchants Bank
Matthew Kisber, Tennessee Department 
of Economic & Community Development

Board of Directors

Trustees

Governor Haley Barbour, Mississippi, Chairman
Governor Mike Beebe, Arkansas, Immediate Past Chairman
Rep. Alice Bordsen, North Carolina, Vice Chairman
Mr. Scott Meacham, Oklahoma, Treasurer
Mr. Ted Abernathy, Executive Director, Secretary
Governor Brad Henry, Oklahoma
Mr. Byron Hill, Missouri
Governor Tim Kaine, Virginia

Rep. H. Mac Gipson, Jr., Alabama
Matthew Kisber, Tennessee
Governor Joe Manchin, West Virginia
Lt. Governor Daniel Mongiardo, Kentucky
Governor Sonny Perdue, Georgia
Governor Mark Sanford, South Carolina
Jack Sharp, Louisiana

Executive Board and Trustees
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Virginia
Governor Tim Kaine
Sen. J. Chapman Petersen, Virginia 
Senate
Rep. C. Todd Gilbert, Virginia House of 
Delegates

Franklin P. Hall, Virginia House of 
Delegates
Michael Schewel, McGuireWoods LLP

West Virginia
Governor Joe Manchin, III

Sen. Earl Ray Tomblin, West Virginia 
Senate
Kelley Goes, West Virginia Department 
of Commerce
Judge Daniel P. O’Hanlon, West Virginia 
Supreme Court of Appeals

ALABAMA 
Alabama Commission on Higher 
Education
Alabama Department of Agriculture, 
Ron Sparks (SAFER Steering Committee)
Alabama State Port Authority, Marketing  
Auburn University, Auburn Technical 
Assistance Center  
Auburn University, Economic and 
Community Development Institute 
(ECDI)  
Auburn University, University Outreach  
Boise Cascade, L.L.C.
Calhoun Community College  
City of Opp, Economic and Community 
Development  
IndusTREE Timber, Inc.
Jacksonville State University
Jasper Lumber Company, Inc.
Jefferson State Community College  
Madison County Commission, 
International Trade Development Center  
Mobile Area Chamber of Commerce
The David Mathews Center for Civic Life
Troy University, CIBED/Small Business 
Development Center  
University of Alabama, Huntsville, Office 
for Freight, Logistics and Transportation

University of Alabama, Alabama 
Innovation and Mentoring of 
Entrepreneurs  
University of Alabama, Alabama Small 
Business Development Consortium  
University of Alabama-Tuscaloosa, Office 
of Research
West Alabama Regional Commission

ARKANSAS 
Arkansas Educational Television 
Network, Education Department  
Arkansas State University–Newport 
Arkansas State University–Beebe  
FutureFuel Chemical Company, Human 
Resources  
Mid-South Community College  
North Arkansas College
North Central Arkansas Regional 
Economic Development Corp. 
Southern Arkansas University 
Southern Arkansas University Tech
University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, 
Economic Development Institute  
University of Arkansas, Little Rock, 
Institute for Economic Advancement  
University of Arkansas, Little Rock, 
Institute of Government  

DELAWARE 
University of Delaware, Institute for 
Public Administration  

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Southeastern Universities Research 
Association

FLORIDA 
Eduardo J. Padron (Individual Member)
Florida State University, Florida Conflict 
Resolution Consortium  
Florida State University, The John Scott 
Dailey Florida Institute of Government  
Florida State University, Florida Public 
Affairs Center  
University of Central Florida, University 
Economic Development  
University of Florida, School of Forest 
Resources and Conservation, Tim L. 
White (SAFER Steering Committee)  
University of Florida, IFAS Office of 
Research
University of Florida, Office of Research  

GEORGIA 
Albany State University, Regional 
Center for Entrepreneurship, Business & 
Workforce Development  
Forest Landowners Association, Inc. 

“Alabama is blessed with abundant, renewable natural resources and inno-
vative entrepreneurs. Our state government is using these assets to advance 
the development of alternative energy through public-private partnerships 
and grants…and position Alabama as a leader in the growing alternative-
energy industry.”

Governor Bob Riley, Alabama

Southern Growth Associate Membership
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Georgia Forestry Commission, Forest 
Uilization and Marketing, Nathan 
McClure (SAFER Steering Committee)  
Georgia Institute of Technology, 
Enterprise Innovation Institute  
Georgia Institute of Technology, Center 
for Quality Growth and Regional 
Development  
International Forest Company
Kennesaw State University, A.L. Burruss 
Institute of Public Service  
Market Street Services, Inc.
OneGeorgia Authority
Technical College System of Georgia
University of Georgia, Public Service and 
Outreach  
University of Georgia, The Fanning 
Institute  
University System of Georgia Board 
of Regents, Office of Economic 
Development  

ILLINOIS
Gas Technology Institute

INDIANA 
Ball State University, Bowen Center for 
Public Affairs  

KENTUCKY 
Eastern Kentucky University, 
Center for Economic Development, 
Entrepreneurship & Technology  
Green River Area Development District, 
Workforce Development  
Kentucky Cabinet for Economic 
Development, Kentucky Department of 
Commercialization and Innovation  
Kentucky Chamber of Commerce  
Kentucky League of Cities

Kentucky Power Company, American 
Electric Power  
Murray State University, Office of 
Sponsored Programs  
Western Kentucky University, 
Department of Communication  

LOUISIANA 
Cenla Advantage Partnership   
Consortium for Education, Research & 
Technology of North Louisiana (CERT) 
Harold L. Suire (Individual Member)
Joe D. May (Individual Member) 
Lafayette Economic Development 
Authority
Louisiana State University, Center for 
Energy Studies, David E. Dismukes 
(SAFER Steering Committee)  
West Monroe-West Ouachita Chamber 
of Commerce  

MARYLAND 
University of Maryland, Institute for 
Governmental Service and Research  

MISSISSIPPI 
Cecilia B. Derrington (Individual 
Member)

Central Mississippi Planning & 
Development District  

City of Meridian   

Community Development Foundation 

CREATE Foundation 

Economic Development Authority of 
Jones County

Hinds Community College

Kirk H. Schulz (Individual Member)

Lower Pearl River Valley Foundation 

Mississippi Farm Bureau Federation, 
David Waide (SAFER Steering 
Committee)

Mississippi Gulf Coast Community 
College   

Mississippi State University, Stennis 
Institute of Government  

Mississippi Technology Alliance

Tunica County Chamber of Commerce 

University of Mississippi, Office of 
Research and Sponsored Programs  

MISSOURI 
Heartland Foundation 

Missouri Community College 
Association

Timmie Lynn Hunter (Individual 
Member) 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Charlotte Regional Partnership 

Council for Entrepreneurial Development 
(CED) 

Eastern Carolina Workforce 
Development Board, Inc.

e-NC Authority 

Forsyth Technical Community College 

GlaxoSmithKline, State Government 
Affairs  

Greater Durham Chamber of Commerce 

Greater Raleigh Chamber of Commerce 

Morrisville Chamber of Commerce

Nash Community College 

NC Network

North Carolina Arts Council

North Carolina State University, 
Department of Forestry and 
Environmental Resources

“With North Carolina’s thriving biotech sector, world-class research insti-
tutions and deep-rooted strength in agriculture, we have all the necessary 
assets to turn energy challenges into economic opportunities...In North 
Carolina, green is gold.”

Governor Beverly Perdue, North Carolina
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North Carolina State University, 
Department of Agricultural & Resource 
Economics, Kelly D. Zering (SAFER 
Steering Committee)

Regional Technology Strategies, Inc. 
(RTS, Inc.)  

Research Triangle Regional Partnership

SJF Advisory Services

Southern Association of Agricultural 
Experiment Station Directors

UNC Chapel Hill, Kenan Institute of 
Private Enterprise  

UNC Chapel Hill, School of Government  

UNC Chapel Hill, Office of Economic 
and Business Development  

UNC Chapel Hill, Center for Global 
Initiatives  

Wake Technical Community College   

OHIO 
Ohio University, Voinovich School for 
Leadership and Public Affairs  

OKLAHOMA 
Ardmore Chamber of Commerce/
Ardmore Development Authority  
Autry Technology Center 
Oklahoma State University 
OSU/A & M Board of Regents
Redlands Community College, 
Workforce & Economic Development  
Rural Enterprises of Oklahoma, Inc. 
The Oklahoma Academy for State Goals 

PUERTO RICO 
INDUNIV Research Consortium

SOUTH CAROLINA 
Clemson University, Clemson Extension 
Service  
Clemson University, Strom Thurmond 
Institue of Government & Public Affairs  
Gary Powers (Individual Member)
Lowcountry Graduate Center  
National Educational 
Telecommunications Association 
Overbridge Farm LLC, John F. Long 
(SAFER Steering Committee)  
South Carolina Forestry Association
South Carolina Sea Grant Consortium  
Technical College of the Lowcountry
University of South Carolina, Institute 
for Public Service and Policy Research  

TENNESSEE 
Cornerstone Foundation of Knoxville
Knoxville Area Chamber Partnership, 
Workforce Development & Education  
Oak Ridge Associated Universities   
Oak Ridge National Laboratory, managed 
by UT-Battelle LLC 
Oak Ridge National Laboratory, managed 
by UT-Battelle LLC, Systems Biology and 
Biotechnology/Life Sciences Division 
(LSD), Brian H. Davison (SAFER Steering 
Committee)  
Southern Alliance for Clean Energy, 
Stephen A. Smith (SAFER Steering 
Committee)

University of Tennessee, Office of 
Bioenergy Programs, Timothy G. Rials 
(SAFER Steering Committee)  
University of Tennessee, Institute for 
Public Service  
University of Tennessee, Tennessee 
Agriculture Experiment Station, Thomas 
H. Klindt (SAFER Steering Committee)  

TEXAS 
Workforce Solutions of West Central 
Texas

VERMONT 
Leonard Bull (Individual Member)

VIRGINIA 
Institute for Advanced Learning and 
Research, Liam E. Leightley (SAFER 
Steering Committee and SAFER 
Chairman)  
Southwest Virginia Higher Education 
Center 
University of Virginia, Weldon Cooper 
Center for Public Service  
Virginia Tech, Outreach & International 
Affairs  
Wise County DEVELOP Program

WEST VIRGINIA 
Marshall University, Information 
Technology/CIO  
West Virginia University, Advanced 
Energy Initiative
West Virginia University, Office of 
Research & Economic Development

“In Mississippi our energy policy is ‘more energy.’ Nothing is better for eco-
nomic recovery than creating new, high-paying jobs in the energy sector.”

Governor Haley Barbour, Mississippi


