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This Report
The 2009 Report on the Future of the South: A Conversation on Southern Energy  
summarizes the opportunities for the South in the changing energy environment 
and the actions that can move us forward as a region to benefit from these changes. 
Our states have different starting points on this issue. Our mission is not to mini-
mize these differences so much as to maximize the opportunities. The report in-
cludes the following parts of the Southern energy conversation:

The Listening to the South section includes opinions from over 2,300 
people in community forums, state policy meetings, and an online 
survey. 
The Listening to the South’s State Energy Policies contains analysis of 
state energy plans and governors’ State of the State addresses.
Individual information on each Southern state’s energy environment 
appears in the State Energy Profiles section, as well as composite in-
formation comparing the South to the U.S. in the Southern Energy 
Profile. 
Southern Growth's 2009 Southern Growth Research Fellow, Adam 
Saunders, chosen in a regional competition for student research 
projects, reports findings from a survey of over 150 stakeholders re-
garding state-level policies directed toward the promotion of woody 
biomass.
The Southern Innovators are winners of a competition to acknowl-
edge innovative green initiatives in the region.
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The U.S. Clean Energy Economy

State Clean 
Businesses

Clean 
Jobs

Clean Job 
Growth 

1998-2007

Overall Job 
Growth 

1998-2007

Venture 
Capital 
2006-08 

(thousands)

Venture 
Capital 
Percent 

US
AL 799 7,849 2.2% 1.6% 0 0.0%
AR 448 4,507 7.8% 3.5% 22,845 0.2%
GA 1,827 16,222 10.8% 15.7% 179,686 1.4%
KY 778 9,308 10.0% 3.6% 0 0.0%
LA 995 10,641 19.5% 3.0% 0 0.0%
MS 454 3,200 24.8% 3.6% 30,384 0.2%
MO 1,062 11,714 5.4% 2.1% 24,480 0.2%
NC 1,783 16,997 15.3% 6.4% 82,571 0.7%
OK 693 5,465 6.8% 2.4% 5,192 0.0%
SC 884 11,255 36.2% 2.2% 0 0.0%
TN 1,090 15,507 18.2% 2.5% 16,329 0.1%
VA 1,446 16,907 6.0% 6.6% 70,828 0.6%
WV 332 3,065 -4.1% 0.7% 5,741 0.0%
US 68,203 770,385 9.1% 3.7% 12,570,110 —
South 12,591 132,637 12.9% 4.4% 438,056 3.5%
South % of U.S. 18.5% 17.2% — — 3.5% —

Based on Exhibit 1,  The Clean Energy Economy:  Repowering Jobs, Businesses, and Investments Across America, 
The Pew Charitable Trusts, 2009, http://www.pewcenteronthestates.org/uploadedFiles/Clean_Economy_
Report_Web.pdf

Venture Capital Percent U.S., as well as Southern totals and percentages, calculated by SGPB.

Southern Energy 
Snapshot

15%	 Less Solar Potential 
than the Southwest

22%	U.S. Population  
in the South

27%	 U.S. Energy  
Consumed

28%	U.S. Coal  
Produced

28%	U.S. Biogas Energy  
held by the South

31%	 U.S. Energy held in 
Crop, Mill, and Urban 
Waste by the South 

32%	 Energy Exported to 
Other States by the 
South

33%	 Generated U.S.  
Nuclear Power

44%	U.S. Forestlands’ 
Energy held in the 
South

46%	U.S. Electricity Gen­
erated from Biomass  
by the South




